
972/971 BCE 971/970 BCE 970/969 BCE 969/968 BCE 968/967BCE 967/966 BCE

Temple foundation began in the second month “…in 
the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the 
month Zif, which is the second month, that he began 
to build the house of the Lord (1 Kg 6:1).
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480th YEAR
Represents January to December on Calendar

SOLOMON’S REIGN 
(Regnal Years)

TIMELINE 
(Calendar Dates) 972 BCE 971 BCE 970 BCE 969 BCE 968 BCE 967 BCE 966 BCE

ACCESSION YEAR

Solomon’s Year 1 began 
in the spring of 971 BCE.

Solomon’s Accession Year 
began in the spring of 972 
BCE.  (Spring to spring 
reckoning for the kings of 
Judah and their regnal 
years.)

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4

YEAR 5

Beginning of Solomon’s 4th year (968/967 
BCE) marks the beginning of the 480th 
year from the Exodus.  The “second 
month” represents 479 years and about 1 
month from the date of the Exodus.  “And 
it came to pass in the four hundred and 
eightieth year after the children of Israel 
were come out of the land of Egypt…” (I 
Kg. 6:1).

RECKONING SOLOMON’S 4TH REGNAL YEAR TO THE EXODUS  
FROM EGYPT IN THE YEAR 1447 BCE

Spring of 967 BCE marks beginning of 
Solomon’s 5th regnal year, and the 
completion of 480 years from the time of the 
Exodus.  The 480 years is reckoned to the 
king’s regnal years and not to the calendar 
years.  The 480 years that elapses ends in the 
Spring of 967 BCE.  Calculating back 480 
years brings us to the year of the Exodus in 
the spring of 1447 BCE.  The Pharaoh of that 
time period was Amenhotep II of the 18th 
Dynasty of the New Kingdom in Egypt.

973/972 BCE

973 BCE
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