Reign of Artaxerxes | in the
Time of Ezra and Nehemiah

(Section One: 467 BCE-461 BCE)

Regnal Years (Spring to Spring Reckoning)

In the spring of 464 BCE, in the month Nisan, Artaxerxes |
(Longimanus) begins his first regnal year from the Persian
palace in Shushan (Gk. Susa), following his accession year of
465/464 BCE. The year 464/463 BCE begins the count
leading to the seventh year of the king as found in Ezra’s
account (Ezra 7:1-10). As a matter of administrative practice
the Babylonians and Persians reckoned the king’s regnal
years from spring to spring.

Ar‘taxgrxes : ? Year 1 Year 2 Year 3
Accession Year
467/466 BCE 466/465 BCE 465/464 BCE 464/463 BCE 463/462 BCE 462/461 BCE
Historical Timeline (Jan-Dec Reckoning)
I- 466 BCE 465 BCE 464 BCE 463 BCE 462 BCE

Service Years (Aug-Aug Reckoning) :
: VYear 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
é

Xerxes the Great (Xerxes ) was assassinated by
his bodyguard, Artabanus, in August of c. 465
BCE. This marked the beginning of Artaxerxes’
administrative years following the death of his
predecessor, Xerxes |. It is also the beginning of
the service years associated with Nehemiah.

Artaxerxes | begins his sole rule in the summer of 465 BCE. His
administration is dictated from the ordinary residence at
Shushan, Persia. This begins the twenty year count associated
with Nehemiah, who was the cupbearer to King Artaxerxes I. The
double-dating system found in the Elephantine Papyri does not
directly relate to “the twentieth year” of Nehemiah'’s association
with King Artaxerxes | (Neh. 1:1).
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Reign of Artaxerxes | in the
Time of Ezra and Nehemiah

(Section Two: 461 BCE-456 BCE)

Regnal Years (Spring to Spring Reckoning)

Artaxerxes | began his

seventh regnal year in the
spring (Nisan) of 458 BCE.

It is reasonably understood that Ezra would
have received the king’s “decree” regarding
the “offering” to rebuild a Temple at Jerusalem
in the winter of 459/458 BCE or in the previous
year of 459 BCE, and expectedly so before his

dated departure on the first day of the month

/ Nisan (Nissan) of 458 BCE.

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8
461/460 BCE 460/459 BCE 459/458 BCE 458/457 BCE 457/456 BCE
Historical Timeline (Jan-Dec Reckoning) Ezras tfg‘j;mg: ri]oumey
461 BCE 460 BCE 459 BCE 458 BCE 457 BCE

Service Years (Aug-Aug Reckoning)

Year 5 Year 6

Year 7

Year 8 Year 9

461/460 BCE

460/459 BCE

459/458 BCE

458/457 BCE 457/456 BCE

According to the book of Ezra, he left Babylon in the
“seventh year of the king,” and he came “to Jerusalem in
the fifth month, which was also in the seventh regnal year
of king Artaxerxes |. “For upon the first day of the first
month began he to go up from Babylon, and on the first

the good hand of his God upon him” (Ezra 7:7-9).

day of the fifth month came he to Jerusalem, according to
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In Ezra’s account, the “ready scribe” left
Babylon with decree in hand in the spring of
458 BCE and arrived in Jerusalem four
months later in the summer of 458 BCE
(Ezra 7:6; 7-9). His departure date
corresponded to the seventh service year of
Nehemiah, 459/458 BCE (August to August,
non-accession), and the beginning of the
king’s seventh regnal year (458/457 BCE) at
Shushan, Persia.




Reign of Artaxerxes | in the

Time of Ezra and Nehemiah

(Section Three: 448 BCE-442 BCE)

Regnal Years (Spring to Spring Reckoning)

Year 17

Year 18

The Persians, as a matter of
practice, adopted the
Babylonian system for
counting the regnal years of
their kings.

Year 19

\

—

Nehemiah presented himself to Artaxerxes | in
the spring of 445 BCE, in the month Nisan, at the
beginning of the king’s twentieth regnal year at
Shushan, Persia. “And it came to pass in the
month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes
the king, that wine was before him: and | took up
the wine, and gave it unto the king” (Neh. 2:1).

Year 20

Year 21

Year 22

448/447 BCE

447/446 BCE

446/445 BCE

445/444 BCE

444/443 BCE

443/442 BCE

Historical Timeline (Jan-Dec Reckoning)

447 BCE

446 BCE

445 BCE

444 BCE

443 BCE

Service Years (Aug-Aug Reckoning)

Year 18

Year 19

Year 20

Year 21

Year 22

Year 23

448/447 BCE

447/446 BCE

446/445 BCE

445/444 BCE

444/443 BCE

443/442 BCE

I

Nehemiah is visited by his kinsmen in the month Chisleu (Kislev),
which corresponds to Nov/Dec on the historical timeline in the year
446 BCE. This year represented Nehemiah’s 20th consecutive
service year in association with King Artaxerxes |, which
corresponds to the king’s nineteenth regnal year dictated from the
ordinary residence at Shushan, Persia. Noting that there is no
context to assign any accession year to the years of Nehemiah'’s
service, who is the king’s cupbearer.

Notably, in Nehemiah 1:1 we do not find the name of the king, and
Nehemiah makes no direct connection to the regnal years of King
Artaxerxes |. However, Nehemiah did associate his years of tenure
with the king at his ordinary residence, as Nehemiah stated: “And it
came to pass in the month Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as | was in
Shushan the palace,That Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and

certain men of Judah; and | asked them concerning the Jews that
had escaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning
Jerusalem (Neh. 1:1-2). (See also, Neh. 13:6.). (A Tishri to Tishri
(civil) reckoning does not change the 20th year of Nehemiah
associated with the spring to spring regnal year of Artaxerxes 1.)
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